Report on Corporate Seminar - “Cloud Computing”

Compiled by: Shirin Lateef (UG-1)

Date of visit: Tuesday, 23rd March, 2010

Organized by:Ms. Daminni Grover, Assistant Professor - Information Technology

Venue: India International Centre, New Delhi

Participants: 12 undergraduate students from IILM Lodhi Road and Gurgaon campus

Focus of visit: The symposium aimed at developing student knowledge and awareness on latest trends in technologies.

Backdrop of visit: A corporate seminar was organized for IILM undergraduate students on Tuesday, 23rd of March at the India International Centre based on “Cloud Computing”. The group consisted of 12 undergraduate students.

The topics that have been covered during the session were:

· “Demystifying the Cloud – A Brief Introduction to the What, the Why and the How” - Mr. Bijoy Singhal, Developer Evangelist, Microsoft India

· “Platform as a Service: Its’ Role and Key Considerations in Cloud Computing” - Mr. Vikas Arora, Group Director – Cloud Services, Microsoft India

· “Cloud Computing – A Way to Accelerate the IT Applications” - Dr. Rajesh Narang, Chief Technology Officer (CTO), MC&IT, Govt. of India

The seminar started at 6:00 pm and was concluded by 8:00 pm.

Activities conducted:

Mr. Manoj Sethi, Hony. Secretary CSI started with the introductory session wherein he introduced us to the panel of speakers. He then spoke about how technology in its lucid form has taken the world by storm and making this world we live in, a borderless one.

He then introduced us to our first speaker, Mr. Bijoy Singhal, Developer Evangelist, Microsoft India . Through his very informative and interesting presentation, Mr. Singhal took us through the evolution of the connected world. He explained to us the past, present and future of the connected world. He informed us about the advantages and also took us through the disadvantages of this virtual world.

He then introduced us to the term cloud computing and in his words explained the objective as “ one to end hassles of the end user and store it in a way where one can use it depending on the need”.

Next we were spoken to about the services that cloud computing would provide us. He also highlighted that along with the services would also come certain drawbacks which would most definitely have to be worked upon.

He was very informative on how we could get the cloud computing way going for us and showed us graphically the building blocks to achieve that.

Mr. Sethi also had various demos prepared for us to see which enhanced our understanding of the cloud computing system a little better and deeper.

Our second speaker was Dr. Rajesh Narang, Chief Technology Officer (CTO), MC&IT, Govt. of India.

He took us through cloud computing at a very different level. He explained the significance of cloud computing in the governance of the country. He explained how e-governance was the way to go. 

He also mentioned that even though e-governance was the way to go, that implementing it would not be an easy task. It is a virtualized world and information could be made available to anybody. It kept us aware that even though cloud computing would benefit us immensely, we needed to use it the right way to get the right effect.

The seminar enriched our knowledge of the knowhow of the cloud computing world. Being first year students and having just been introduced to the module of technology in a very elaborate way, this seminar taught us where technology was going, what it was leading us to and how it was going to benefit us in the future. Right from viewing presentations made by leaders from top MNC’s to a one on one interaction with them proved to be a very enriching experience for us. 

An added advantage of this seminar was that, not only were we informed of the various modes of technology that were arising, but we were also taught the various steps of implementing these new found sources of technology.

It proved to be an extremely beneficial seminar all in all as we learnt not just the basic but the technical knowhow of the technological world.

Question and answer session:

The seminar was concluded with a question and answer session where members of the corporate and us students were given a chance to put through our queries and to some extent also put across our view points on the fast growing technology and cloud computing as we understood it.

Conclusion: All in all the seminar was a great experience for us students as we were exposed to the various views of Cloud computing at an entirely different level.

